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Imam underwent hernia operation Sukhne May 4, Operation Tr 
performed by Italian doctor called from Sanaa after two ° 
Italian doctors from Taiz advised against operation in Sukhne — 
which excessively hot this time of year and lacking medical = 
facilities. = 
7 
According doctors Imam remaing jn relatively good health but oO 
currently "not seeing anyone" on business and may be unable fe}) 
attend to normal affairs of State for sometime, (@) 
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Legation continuing inquire discreetly re subject reference alrgranys 
has elicited nothing so far. 
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DEPARTMENT POUCH OTHER ARAB CAPITALS. 


LIMIT DISTRIBUTION. 


OICA representative Harriz called last evening seeking 
confirmation reports from home office that Imam Ahmad dead, 
Harriz slightly disturbed by inability make contact with those 
{ who might know and by gathering of notables at home elder 

| Statesmen Qadi Muhammad Al-Amri Monday evening June 6, but 

Bog : agreed with Legation officer this not necessarily unusual 

in view ID celebrations. Harriz basically skeptical View utter 
dearth such rumors in Taiz. 
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., Fact of rumors discussed with Italian and British Charges and 
ae Following information emerged: Pirie-Gordon stated 
\Jhe had received and dismissed this news four days earlier 
vb 
Sn 


y cable via British Ambassador Jordan who summoned by King 
usayn and toldof xeport. “Italian Charge Guillet stated. had 

received similar inquiry on May 30 or 31 from Rome and ° 
Adismissed it. About June 4 had received word from Italia 
doctor attending Imam Sukhne that all was well and morni.ps 

JJune 6 had word from Italian representative Hodeida that 
mam had left Sukhne for Hodeida. Wife Swedish pilot? co 1: 
rinet announced evening June 5 husband had flown Imam t a |: 
ae odeida. Afternoon June 5 during ID call by Legationz@f ae eo i 
a Mayor Taiz responded to question about His Majesty byS8a Fe Led 
> } 
I & @ Imam well and now Hodeida. 
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-2- 285, June 7, 10 a.m. from; Taiz 


Late evening June 6, Taiz populace widely buzzing about 
Presence Imam in Hodeida and morning June 7 it reported 

Imam attended public ID ceremonies Hodeida. In view foregoing, 
rumor of Imam's death appears be without foundation. 


The fact of rumor of Imam's death adds new dimensions ‘sudden 
return Nasser representative Abu Zaid reported Legation telegram 
283. Harriz (protect source), adding to earlier information, 
told Legation officer that Abu Zaid summarily called from 
evening concert in Cairo, "handed two hundred pounds and 

a ticket and told return immediately to Yemen." Abu 

Zaid departed Taiz for Sanaa in special plane morning June 6. 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 12; REPEATED INFORMATION TAIZ 8. i 
DEPARTMENT PASS LONDON De i 


Made initial call on Governor today. Conversation concerned 
mostly with his Yemen visit which he considered generally 
Successful, Imam who: set tone of whole visit sent friendly 
| message of greeting. Governor received warm reception - from 
i "high level" escort party headed by Alshami, Gevernor ac- 
knowledged however he "half expected" see Imam and his un- 
scheduled visit Hodeida afforded Imam who also in Hodeida 
opportunity receive Governor if Imam so desired. Governor 
charged off Imams unwillingness to receive him as inexplicable 
caprice. Governor said Italian Doctors believe Imam “has 

as good chance of living as any 68 year old man.!! 

But Governor described Imam as "unbalanced" and blamed his 
increasingly capricious ways and worsening temper for all 
the difficulties of "moderate reasonable" Yemen officials. 


became 


O9cIl-L/ 11 *HOSZ 


SEH 


No progress either on establishment joint border commission 
Nor airways agreement. Crown Prince whon Governor saw in 
Sana'a completely uninformed these matters but promised try to 
expedite them. 


IS? -62 


Nevertheless Governor said he satisfied with visit and pleased 
awWith present state. Aden-Yemen relations although under no 
8 illusions about long term prospect. He said there no way prediciting ' 


course events Yemen since all depends on decisions one 
unpredictable man, . o 
Luce leaving Aden August 15, Promised full review eieaetzion a i 


here before departure, a 7 
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; SAVY ; (ow) 
| | a Imam now spending some days Taif, seaside town sbout 25 miles o 
i | os south Hodeida. Relisbly reported reason is further contact with ay 
{ ry 
Zaraniq tribes and to show Imam has "l,0 thousand rifles't to protect him s 
| against potential internal uprising, ‘presumably from disaffected ae 
io northern tribes. 7 a ~ 
Legation so far has no information re rumor Imam has recently : 
ordered Crown Prince make new military move against dissident eleionts at 
ud northern tribes. : ae ol bg 
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CIA Reports that Imam Yemen dead and serge suppressing news 
| OSD received here detelined Aden June 2 UPI. American observer 


i 
| ARMy Who arrived Cairo June 6 states he informed at airport prior ~ 
NAVY departure Taiz that Imam married 18 year old girl Hodeida 0 
AIR June 3 or 4, Source was Italian doctor who recently performed oO) 
: RMR hernia operation on Imam. Apparently story of death not I 
ud circulated Yemen. os 
= = 
| ~ 
} REINH 
el ones : 
ae BB: MF /2 “J 
| — 
| Sz © 
Pol ah 
eG : mae Jee 
| a v8) 
ae 69) 
i cD 
| c fee = 
Opies 3 
7 pitin ay a 
| : ee 
=: 
voy Pe 
4 REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
1 USE copy Is ITED, 
; ‘mates UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED 
PERMANENT Classification 


! ] RECORD COPY « This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene . 


Se nen 


INCOMING TELEGRAM = Department of State 


56-52 SECRET gE 
Action Classification Control: 2676 pa 
NEA Rec’d: September.6, 1960 23 
6:33 a.m.t ; 
FROM: Taiz x oa 
. Info : ae “ fi 
ss nadiele ree F 
C T0: Secretary of State ' 
aa NO: 76, September 4, 8 g.m. 
; “ [ 
RMR oO 
SENT DEPARTMENT 76, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 53, \ADE fa)) 
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sy 
Argentinian Doctor Cavallo of Taiz Hospital just returned from Py 
seeing Imam Hodeida informed Charge September 3 as follows: bs 
& 
Cavallo called in by Imam who complaining of urinating excessive ne 
number of timesper day. Urinalysis has revealed nothing but eo) hy 
Cavallo virtually certain Imam has prostate hypertrophy and | 
requires early operation. His efforts see Imam confidentially | 
unsuccessful and He believes Imam either unaware his condition ha oh 
or ignoring it. Operation on Imam in Yemen difficult since 
medical facilities limited, Imam corpulent and recently had oO - 
hernia operation (LEGTEL 253 of May 5). Cavallo believes if 7 4 
operation not conducted Imam could contact uremia or cancer > hen 
and be Wead within year. States has informed West Cerman of 
Charge but not Italian doctors with whom he on bad terms. | 4 
“4 
Comment: Italians still maintain Imam in good health. Plan - 
inform British and Italian colleagues on confidential basis. 4 
z wy q Appears Imam would be well advised take physical checkup — sum 
— 8 § soonest. =) 
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RPTD INFO: Cairo Ge31, Aden Ge29 
| 
a 
| Reports indicate Imam now mie arrangements return to Sukhne a 
soon from Hodeida where he has been residing most of summer, Imam | oO 
rumored in Hodeida to be not feeling well, and this confirmed to me I “4 
September 11 by Abu Talib of Fonoff. 3 | : 
Z STOLTZFUS pe : 
2 | ¥ | 
| nae my 
| | b= 
6) i 
| i @) | 
| | z | 
— wo ‘ 
| ” { 
| ; 
Fg [> | 
F : 
ome pd 
| Be { 
&: pa 
| 2 i 
Cia ae 
rf i 
meee ; Wisites terussesjes ___ CONFIDENTIAL REPRODUCTION iy THIS COPY 1g 
| PERMANENT Cc lassifica tion PROHIBITED. -UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED", ; 
) 


“ha pie 


, : a RECORD COPY « ‘This SQPY musgt.be returned to, RM/R central files with notation of action takene” 


ed 


i aS 
LG i 
as, ? ACTION COPY i 
| INCOMING AIRGRAM = ©Department of stark A ai | | 
| : = ATARER GS 
ction CONFTDEN liopl padre i 
NEA Classification tienen 353 
Date Sent: September 21, 1960 Be 
Info FROM; American Legation, TAIZ Rec'd: 52 
- TO: Secretary of State 2 ‘ 
- 
INR 0 
| RMR NO: SH0 ee H 
RPTD INFOs Cairo GeO, Aden G=38 ; é 
REF: Legation's G-31, rptd info Cairo Ge31, Aden G«29 , 


Imam has returned Hodeida after one day stay Sukhne, Abu Talib told ~“. 
Charge Sept 19 neither he "nor even Sayyaghi" (Governor of Taiz) has heard 
from Imam in last ten days and indicated Imam still not feeling well, 
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: ARMY 
: NAVY : ‘3 
| : AIR ’ According recent rumors Prince Abd al-Rahman, youngest brother of (0) 
i ; Imam, may take up residence in Taiz, Local talk is construction will begin oO 
: RMR soon on house for Prince in modern (eastern) section of Taize Knowledgable T 
Yemenis speculate Prince Abd al-Rahman is interested in reguming his e 
va former position as Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs. — 
; Je ooh 
; | | COMMENT 2 Prince Abd al-Rahman and Abu Talib are not on best of terms. N 
“ Prince's return could welll result in Abu Talib's resignation as head of ae 
‘ : 7 Yemeni Fonoff. Abu Talib would, however » be unable leave Fonoff without oO | 
: : approval of Imam who is aware of Abd aleRakman = Abu Talib differences. 1. 
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- SENT DEPARTMENT 125, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 64, oO 
rey 
SUGGEST PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY WIRE CONGRATULATIONS TO IMAM aa 

ON ANNIVERSARY ASCENSION TO THRONE OCTOBER 24. . 
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i SENT TO: AmLegation TAIZ we 
far Page_1__of_1__Pagess | 
RPID INFO: AmEmbasey Of7RO G=73 : ei : ! 
| | Legtel 125° . 
i 4 FYI, Following message was sent by the President to Imam Ahmad, ~~ 
| - October 22: @ 
: 0) 
"His Majesty at 
Imam Ahmad ibn Yahya al Hamid Ad-Din, e 
vee : We. : . King of Yemen, -_ | 
| Hudaida, be leo 
aan On this anniversary of Accession Day, I am happy to = { 
of extend the felicitations and sincere good wishes of the _ (} ‘ 
| | wane, .. people of the United States » 88 well as my own personal t. i 
: regard, to Your Majesty and to the people of Yemen, a i 
| Pe _ Dwight D. Eisenhower" DQ 


‘Imam Ahmad addressed a telegram of congratulations to President. 


s 


Eisenhower on the occasion of the President's recent birthday. The - 


| following reply was sent on October 22: : B ; 
| oe | = A 
| a "His Majesty . Ey : 
; Bemed .ic: -..-.\ Imam Abmad ibn Yahya Hamid al-Din, pee, : 
fee King of Yemen Def ge mem ; 
| oa erie Hodeideh. a | 
; ~ . T-am-most grateful for your kind message of congratulations ee he 4 
: ‘|... |.0n My birthday anniversary, Your thoughtfulness and good 4 eee, : 
{ 8 — Wishes are sincerely appreciated, ne colt . rer She cies { 


Dvight D. Eisenhower" 
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DORAN Fe BRIG. om. . Ae de GOODPASTER 
: THE WHITE HOUSE 


eubseset Telegran. from the , King al Yenen 


2S meer of cntber 27 anal for temalar 
tion and recommendation as to sppropriate handling a ; 
» Selagrem:in dreblo fron the: King of: Yeoman, 


_-T enclose the telegram and an official translation. 
bs Bince the telegram is merely an acknowledgucnt of the 
' President's message to the King, prepared in the Department, 
on the occasion of the anniversary of the King's seceeetony oa 
the: does not recoumand a reply. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 


(TRANSLATION) 


L743 
LS NO. T-18 /R-1, 3 
Arabic 
( TELEORaM) 
VOAAC2/29 October, VIA MACKAY RADIO 
HODEIDA 1,0 28 19008 
FROM: IMAM AHMED, KING OF YEMEN Rr 
ss 
TO : DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, a 
PRESIDENT OF THE USA REPUBLIC, ™e 
WASHINGTON . Pee 


WE THANK YOUR EXCELLENCY FOR YOUR KIND FELICITATIONS ON THE Sys 


ee 
OCCASION OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR ACCESSION AND SINCE WE APPRECIATE “SO 
ce 


My, 


THIS BEAUTIFUL SENTIMENT OF YOUR EXCELLENCY, WE WISH YOU AND YOUR 


ap 


FREEMDLY PEOPLE CONTINUOUS SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY. 
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| $900 CLT zo AM 9 38 
VOAAC2/29 OCT VIA MACKAY RADIO | 

HODEIDAH 40 28 19008 | i 
ETAT FROM IMAM AHMED KING OF YEMEN TO THE PRESIDENT REPUBLIC | | 
OF USA DWIGHT D EISENHOWER WASHINGTON 
MASHKOR FAKHAMATILOM LITAHNIYATKOM ARRAKIKAH BIMONASABAT | 
EID ALJOLOS ASSAEED WAINA IZ NOKADIR LIFAKHAMATIKOM HAZA 
| ASHOOR ALHASSAN NATAMANA LIFAKHAMATIKOM WALISHAAB ASSADIX 
DAWAM ATTAWFIK WANNAJAH WADOMTOM 


at PERE ne oe 5 cn Ee, 


0960 {| 98 M4 
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October 31, 1960 


LS + Mr. Leon H 
| aeleeeas to President from 
j oft Yemen q 
Please furnish an official trans- 
lation of the attached telegram to i 
| 8/S as soon as possible. I would | 
| | | appreciate your telephoning Mr. Warren 
eo a | Henderson in S/S Message Center when 
| | the translation is ready. | 
| Z 
| Raymond L. Perkins — 
| S/S-RO = 
Z | Ext. 5261 ; oe 
i Ba? oo 
| Att: Cy of tel to Pres | 
' | fr King of Yemen. aS 
| | . : 


| : 
| RLP:brd ae 
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ea <a : - : Rec'd in S/S 10/31/60 9:45 a.m, 
#15086 ! 
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE | 
| | ROUTE SLIP D> 
(To Remain With Correspondence) 1 A?) 
TO. Mei. Walter J. Stoesuel, Jr: PROMPT HANDLING JIS ESSENTIAL, 


WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 
| ____Director, Executive Secretariat THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 


BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN t 
Department of State SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS j 
| Sr ae ee Py ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE | 


OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY. 


Date October 29, 1960 


FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 
ACTION: Comment 0. 


| 
| 
Draft reply oe | 
A ~ i 
; For direct reply | | 
iN) 
! For your information XS 
i + 
: | For necessary action p> 
' . : ‘ i 
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a: The following press item appeared in the Taiz newspaper ale-Saba on 2 
| ‘| November 10: . ; oe are a “8 ¢ | 
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1 / &§ The Imam, King of Yemen, issued a decree on November 7th 
7 assigning al-Sayyid Hamud al-Washali, Chief of the Royal Palace 
(in Taiz), as his representative in Taize Al-Washali has accepted 
7 | this expression of Royal desire and has begun to perform his 
[= assignment capablye 


According to Legation sources in Taiz the Imam fired Qadhi Ahmad ale 
: Sayyaghi as Governor of Taiz on the basis of reports he had received that 
. : _ Sayyaghi was handling Government funds improperly. Taiz marketplace rumor 
| ; has it that Sayyaghi refused to hand over three thousand Riyals to Muhammad 


/ Loses 


oe Mahmoud, a young favorite of the Imam, while Abu Talib of the Foreign Office. 
told me November 15 that the manager of al-Saba newspaper, Muhammad Abdo = 
al~Sharjahi, a bitter enemy of Sayyaghi, had reported to the Imam that the ‘ 
Governor mishandled government funds, News of the removal of Sayyaghi, whose. 
reputation and prestige have continued to climb in recent months, has been 

7 greeted with general disapproval in Taiz. Al-Washali assumes once again the 6) 
post he held last year prior to Sayyaghi's appointment in September. -O 


i 


Senile eatin OS ink 


Sayyaghi is now in Ibb. He apparently has not so far been divested of | 
his rather meaningless additional job as "Minister of the Interior't, — ; 


COMMENT: With this flimsiest of excuses the Imam has removed from office an 
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active and powerful personality whose influence in southern Yemen was rising 
in a manner undoubtedly alarming to him and to the Crow Prince as well. om 
i 


| Moreover, as is likely to happen to any Yemeni official who like Sayyaghi 
| ' refuses to pay off the Imam'sifriends, the ex-Governor had developed enemies | 
i 


ready and willing to knife'him'in'the-back. , eo 


Sayyaghi's removal has not added to the Imants prestige ee, | Seen 
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Yemen and His Majesty j.nomatter how much he distrusts Stiyy. an 
probably treat him with cdtition: Lsecj Sayyaghi is nbt like o lose his 
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An additional note of interest is that Sayyaghits brother, Qadhi Abd ale 
Rahman al-Sayyaghi, is known as one of the Imam!s trusted agents in Sanata, 
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MOP According to informed sources in Taiz Qadhi Ahmad al-Sayyaghi, recently¥! | 
OCB ousted from his post as Governor of Taiz may become victim of further action 
INR against him by Imam. It is said Imam has ordered all revenue from Sayyaghits ~ | 
CIA extensive land holdings in Ibb area be delivered to Royal treasury "pending (0 

NSA investigation of charges that Sayyaght embezzled government funds to purchase 0) 

osD lands in his name in Tbb." j 
sree Rumor has it Sayyid Abdullah Abd al-Karim, Minister of State and close 
AIR conservative adviser of Imam, may become new Governor of Tob. _ 

COMMENT: It is quite possible Imam has further reports from Sayyaghits 
RMR enemies accusing him of plotting against Imam and Crown Prince Badr. Imam 
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would find such reports easy to believe since Sayyaghi thinly disguises his 
\_ implacable enmity for Badr and Imam is highly sensitive to any real or 
imagined oppostion to his son. Imam may also have gotten wind of Sayyaghi's 
‘? quiet talks with Abu Talib, present Governor of Taiz al-Washali and others 
g apparently aimed at organizing pro-Western, anti-Egyptian anti-Badr group 
a his leadership for action upon death of Iman (legdesp 12), = 
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In Hodeida early December I learned Imam's doctors had discovered 

apparently for first time that Iman suffering from diabetic condition. 
Doctors! concern was less that disease serious than that Imam would 
not follow medical advise re necessary diet in such cases. Imam, 
recalling fact that late Governor of Hodeida, Muhammad Ahmad PASHA, 
died of same disease, nevertheless sufficiently alarmed to order 
adviser Muhammad al-WAZIR to fly to Geneva to consult a certain Dr. 

q Niehans. One of Niehans' assistants reportedly arriving shortly to 

if examine Iman. 


‘fi Tmam fell ill about December 8 but apparently feeling better now. 
F Italian doctor in frequent attendance on Imam reports Imam's condition 
bank to normal. 
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INR wi (he 
CIA In Hodeida for several ‘days prior Ambassador's arri December 10 i 
NSA to visit Yemen, Charge learned from reliable. sources of | ajor dispute / | 
| OSD in progress within royal family apparently involving future leadership i 
i ARMY of Yemen. ‘iain line-up was Grown Prince vs. group of young princes“inclu d- i . 
{ NAVY ing Hassan ibn ‘Ali (jayor of Senata), Yahya ibn Hussain (metiber of io 
| AIR Yemeni Legation in Bonn )y and uhammad ibn Hussain. With firebrand 
Yahya ibn Hussain in forefront princes reportedly went before Imam to ™ 
assert that Grown Prince incapable of future. leadership of Yemen, Q 
RMR that his rule would spell end of royal family and uoper class saxids oO 
and that he prepared sell country to :gypt. Princes gave PRadr vebte as 
A of 'no confidence" and were said also to, have complained that Imam was — : 
: allowing Crow Prince to prevent then from assuming oositions of res- 
, ponsibility in Yemeni Government. Princes also reported to favarrea! = il 
\ turn to Yemen of Saif al-Islam al-‘lassan (now in New York), prefarabhy Bb. 
| | to serve after demise of Imam Ahmad as Prime Minister under Badft ~ : 
| == he 
; On December 9, quarrel broke out between Prince Hassan ibn 341i and Ks : 
Yahya ibn Hussain. Latter, possibly intoxicated, struck at Hasan with O | 
dagger, fortunately Slashing only his clothes. At this point other 0) 
princes who were present joined in fray and shot was fired before royal Oo i 
guards burst onto scene to end fight. Imam, incensed at his nephews! 
behavior, ordered Hassan, Yahya and brother Muhammad ibn Hussain | 
chained and sent to prison in Hajjae Imam later relented however and aE : 
whole affair appeared to have died dom by evening of December 10, wo ! 
9) 


Sources, two of whom close to Imam, expressed deep dismay over ; 
family dispute. According to them, dispute indicative of long-standing ! 
split within family, chiefly between Crown Prince and remainder of : 
princes who have no confidence B:dr able or willing preserve them or 2 
independence of Yemen in future and who favor return of Saif al-Islam 3 : 


C3 
al-Hassan to Yemen. Sources commented Imam committed to {row Prince i, 5 { 
but "remember that Saif al-Islam al-Hassan has never officially recog- eed i 


nized Badr as Crow Prince." General family settlement to mutual : a 
satisfaction of all therefore impossible. Instead of biding time and »e-. 


ere ararer 


waiting for more propitious moment, sources added » princes had only ey 
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caysed wider split and furthd?r loss mutual confidence within family which boded no 


good for them in future. Sources predicted Imam would undertake to smooth over 
ruffled feelings now but, with Badr, would work subtly to undermine in time those 
in farsily known to oppose Badr actively. 
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Legation wishes invite Department's particular attention to recome Tr ; 
mendation contained in referenced despatch that Crown Prince BADR be ‘ 
officially invited to United States. In our opinion early visit to ap 
US by Crown Prince would be most effective single step USG could now an 
take to strengthen US position in Yemen. Department's favorable nN 
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